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Grow.

Advising on all aspects of commercial property and land including acquisitions and disposals, landlord and 
tenant, developers and housebuilders and property and land dispute resolution. 

www.pdt.co.uk
01403 262 333

Real Estate 

PDT Solicitors have played a pivotal part in my businesses right from the very beginning. They have 
worked on a varied scope, from the acquisition of a lease to employment contracts, trademark 
applications and much more. The team are great to deal with and have always offered clear and in-
depth advice, even in the most complex of situations. It definitely feels as if PDT are a part of my 
management team now which I rely on and highly value.
Raz Helalat, Managing Director, Coalshed Limited

“
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We have a strong 
eye for business

We look to advise not just 
on legal aspects but also 
on the commercial factors 
that impact your business. 

We act swiftly, 
without fuss

We provide speedy, 
practical, no fuss services 

within a sensible 
structured fee proposal. 

We are experienced 
and considered

We consistently work on 
high quality, complex work 
and deliver measured, clear 

and relevant solutions. 

We select our 
lawyers carefully

We work hard at 
developing and supporting 
all our lawyers to help them 
develop confidence in the 

services they provide.  

We are there when 
you need us

We work with you to get 
the transaction done and 

to support you in your 
business objectives.  

We listen. We care. 
We support.

Our aim is to look after 
you and provide confident, 

conscientious advice.

Welcome
I wanted to take the time to talk a bit about PDT and our way of doing things 
which we think makes us different from other law firms.

James Clewlow
Managing Partner

We work hard at getting things right, not just with 
the services we provide our clients but also with 
our staff who deliver these. We want PDT to be 
a positive experience whether you are a client, 
potential client, another professional interacting 
with the firm or those working for us. 

We are committed to the development of an 
excellence in service delivery, the growth of 
genuine sector expertise and the creation of a 
working environment that supports, encourages 
and inspires.

We are a firm built on two core principles: to 
deliver clear, strong commercial advice and to 
nurture genuine and supportive relationships with 
our clients and staff. 

We work hard. We take time to listen. We become 
your soundboard. We are ready for all of the 
opportunities and challenges you face. 

We hope you take time to read our brochure. Talk 
to us. Give us an opportunity to demonstrate what 
we can do.



Real Estate

We advise on all aspects of commercial property, construction and planning law and have 
a solid history of helping clients structure, negotiate and complete commercial real estate 
transactions.

“ Always friendly, professional and supremely competent, PDT solicitors have been our solicitors 
for a number of years dealing with property sales and purchases, property leases, business sales, 
promotional and collaboration agreements, debt recovery, loan agreements and so on which is 
a superb testament to the range and depth of services they offer. Highly recommended and look 
forward to many years more of working together.
Andrew Streeter, Director, Streeter Group Holdings Ltd ”

Our clients include national and local housebuilders and 
developers both large and small dealing in investment and 
strategic land development through options, promotion 
agreements, planning and conditional contracts. 

We act for commercial landlords in their property portfolio 
management and advise a range of tenant clients looking 
to enter and take commercial leases in the retail, office and 
industrial space sectors.

We advise a number of housing associations on development, 
portfolio management and site transaction issues. 

We act for landowners looking to secure development 
opportunities for their land holding whether through their 
own promotion or by selling to developers.

Our property team also works closely works closely with 
Administrators, Trustees in Bankruptcy and Liquidators on 
transactional insolvency matters.  

We advise retail pharmacy operators on the acquisition 
and disposal of their operations working with independent 
multiple pharmacy owners or first-time buyers. 

We can advise on any single service or help you navigate 
the entire life cycle of your real estate project and are ideally 
positioned to partner on a variety of development projects 
and assist with all related matters.

“ A first class service from acquisition through to disposal. Reliable, responsive and commercial, 
a fine firm to be associated with.
Rob Burnham, Managing Director, Greenplan Designer Homes ”

“ I found PDT Solicitors and Craig Burton to be very effective in their support of us closing out our 
property lease. They were very quick with all responses, very pragmatic, adopted a common 
sense approach to lease issues and talked in a language we could all understand. I would happily 
use them again for such matters.
Mark Hays, CFO, Suntech UK Limited ”



Managing Partner
Head of Real Estate
01403 831 229  
jclewlow@pdt.co.uk

Jane Bowden
Partner
Real Estate
01403 831 217
jbowden@pdt.co.uk

James Clewlow Craig Burton
Partner
Real Estate 
01403 831 259
cburton@pdt.co.uk

Gail Morris
Partner, Head of 
Property Dispute Resolution
01403 831 258
gmorris@pdt.co.uk

Real Estate Team

Our lawyers have the technical expertise, business acumen and dedication to meet the legal 
needs of business clients operating in complex, competitive, commercial environments
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Housebuilders & Developers
• Plot sales

• Planning strategy

• Managing large projects

• Preparing contracts

• Land options

• Promotion agreements

• Planning and infrastructure

• Strategic land & site assembly

• Development vehicles e.g. joint 
ventures

• Management structures

• Conveyancing

• Affordable housing

Landlord & Tenant

• Negotiation and completion 
of new leases (acting for both 
Landlord and Tenant)

• Lease renewals, assignments 
and underletting (acting for both 
Landlord and Tenant)

• Leasehold management (including 
licences to assign, licences for 
alterations, deeds of variation and 
side letters for rent concessions 
and deferments for example)

• Lease extensions and collective 
enfranchisement 

• Licence to occupy

• Insolvency transactions 
(disclaimers, surrenders, 
assignments) 

Property Dispute Resolution

• Disputes over the use or 
occupation of property, including 
contentious business lease 
renewals

• Repair and dilapidation claims

• Recovery of possession

• Claims for forfeiture (and relief 
from forfeiture)

• Rent and service charge recovery

• Disputes over breaches of 
covenant or requests for consent

• Adverse possession claims, 
boundary disputes, contested 
rights of way

Sector Specialism

Housing Associations

• Freehold and leasehold 
acquisitions and disposals

• Multiple unit stock transfer 
purchases/sales

• Housing management assistance 
including licences to assign, new 
leases and surrenders

• Deeds of easement and deeds of 
covenant

• Options, development agreements 
and site acquisitions

• Grant funding and portfolio 
charging

• Section 106, planning and 
highway agreements

Commercial Real Estate
• Investment acquisitions and 

disposals 

• Commercial acquisitions and 
disposals (both with vacant 
possession or subject to leases)

• Easements (deeds of easement 
and deeds of covenant)

Insolvency
• Commercial freehold sales 

• Advising on technical matters 
including exposure to rent as a 
cost of the administration claims

•  Directors’ bankruptcy sales for 
residential property

• Detailed advice to administrators 
in relation to leasehold premises 
including licence to assign; lease 
surrenders; licence to occupy; 
tenancy at will

Healthcare & Pharmacy

• Share sales and acquisitions

• Asset sales and acquisitions

• Joint ventures

• Finance and security

• Lease renewals and assignments

• Freehold sales and purchases

• Landlord and tenant property 
portfolio management

• Fitness to Practice

• NHS contract applications and 
transfers

Finance & Security
• Secured lending 

• Refinancing

Amongst other things we advise on...

https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/housebuilders
https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/landlord-and-tenant
https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/property-litigation
https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/housing-associations
https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/real-estate
https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/insolvency-and-restructuring
https://www.pdt.co.uk/service/pharmacy-and-healthcare


• Promotion of a greenfield site to obtain Planning 
Permission for over 300 residential units estimated 
values in excess of £10m 

• Acquisition of a site for residential development with 
value of £4m

• Draft negotiate and agree an option agreement 
over predominately farm land with a residential and 
agricultural business use with a value in excess of 
£2m

• Acquisition of large development site for 
approximately 120 units, part by way of unconditional 
purchase and part by way of option agreement at a 
value of £3m

• Numerous disposals of land to national housebuilders 
following option / promotion agreements leading to 
disposals in excess of £4m 

• Sale of freehold site in the centre of Horsham valued 
at £3.5m

• Ongoing refinancing projects for a well-known 
national charity lender valued in excess of £4.4m

• Acting for landlord client in connection with 
development of additional phase of industrial estate 
and subsequent lettings with a combined value of 
£2.1m

• Freehold sale of fully let industrial estate comprising 
7 commercial units for a price of £2.1m with a mix of 
trades and uses producing an overall rental of circa 
£130,000 per annum

• New lease of well know charity headquarters in 
London with a rental figure of £108,345 

• Assisting with day-to-day management of 
commercial properties at a 2,300-acre Estate in 
West Sussex. 

• Assisting food production client with various lease 
renewals and break options in connection with group 
reorganisation and relocation of production facility to new 
site, consolidating various regional operations including 
inter group transfer at £21.5m and lease renewals with a 
combined annual rental of £400k. 

• Advising on over 45 healthcare transactions in the year, 
with values of up to £25 million in the pharmacy, dental 
and healthcare arenas. 

• Advising on the disposal of student accommodation as 
part of an investment sale with an investment value of 
£23m

• Advising landowners on promotion agreement for 150 
units with a value of £10m

• Advising Reside Homes on strategic promotion 
agreement with projected development value of £30m

• Advising housing association client on acquisition of 
development site for 51 units with land value of circa £6m

• Advising Sunley Holdings Ltd in respect of their 
acquisition of existing residential development with 
identified additional development potential and a land 
value of circa £7m, including complicated and involved 
negotiation with existing leaseholders and management 
company

• Advising a leading housing association for over 20 years 
on management of its portfolio of in excess of 2250 units

• Advising Horsham Football Club on the relocation and 
development of its football facility

• Advising Sunley Estates on a housing development in 
Burgess Hill from land acquisition to planning agreement 
to development and ultimate disposal

• Advising on over 35 pharmacy disposals and acquisitions 
in 2020

Recent Work

We have worked alongside PDT for a number of years throughout initial planning and development 
stages, subsequent financing, tenant lettings, a further planning consent, and final disposal, and 
have been grateful for the continued support and advice
Rory Gleeson, Director, Sunley Holdings Ltd

“
”
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Contact us to discuss how we can help your business. 

PDT are a knowledgeable, approachable and efficient firm who 
offer easy access to their senior legal team. They are excellent at 
providing clear, practical and useful advice on complex matters 
and situations.
The Legal 500 

PDT Solicitors hold a Leading Firm Ranking 2022 for Commercial 
Real Estate, Corporate & Commercial, Healthcare, Commercial 
Dispute Resolution, Insolvency & Corporate Recovery, Debt 
Recovery and  Banking & Finance.

“
”

https://www.legal500.com/firms/3716-pdt-solicitors/7531-horsham-england/

